
RB Climate Change Policy 
 

 
Introduction: The Representative Body of the Church of Ireland (the ‘RB’) is the principal trustee of the 
Church of Ireland. The RB provides investment, property & trusts, financial, governance and archival 
services for the dioceses and parishes of the church. 
 
The purpose of this policy, that applies to the RB, is to: 
(i) raise awareness so that we give consideration to the impact of the activities of the RB on the 

environment, 
(ii) to detail specific areas of focus, and 
(iii) to seek to reduce any negative impact of these activities on the environment. 
 

Strategic target areas: In considering the activities of 
the RB, it is proposed to focus on the following four 
areas which represent the areas through which it is 
expected that the RB can make the most impact in 
terms of improved environmental sustainability.  
• Energy usage, with a focus on reducing usage in 

light and heat, through insulation and LED usage 
which will conserve resources, and encouraging the 
use of sustainable energy. 

• Transportation, with a focus on reducing distances 
travelled and encouraging more energy efficient 
forms of transport. 

• Waste, with a focus on efficient production such 
that waste is minimised and where waste occurs to 
encourage ecological forms of disposal. 

• Biodiversity, with a focus on preserving both the 
variety and numbers of flora and fauna. 

 
 

 

 
Climate Change Initiatives: The RB will promote sound environmental policies and practices within the 
organisation. It will support initiatives in the form of guidance for parishes and dioceses which will be 
published as Parish Resources on the Church of Ireland website. The committees of the RB will seek to 
encourage a biodiverse and low energy environment through the grants which it issues to parishes and 
dioceses. The RB will publicise initiatives as a form of ensuring accountability and to encourage parishes 
and dioceses to consider their environmental impact and to develop their own initiatives to sustain 
biodiversity and efficient use of resources. 
 
In summary, the RB will seek to provide: 
Leadership, in the form of seeking to be environmentally responsible and sharing examples of best 
practice. 
Guidance, in the form of providing practical advice for parishes. 
Grants, to support the implementation of energy efficiency and biodiversity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by the RB Executive Committee on: 24 January 2023 
 
Approved by the Representative Body on: 14 March 2023 
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