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A SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 TO MARK THE CENTENARY OF THE END  

OF THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE IN IRELAND 
 

Introduction 
 
The truce in the War of Independence / Anglo-Irish War on 11 July 1921 brought an end to 
two-and-a-half years of guerrilla conflict in Ireland. It cannot be denied that this had been 
a difficult period for church members many of whom were victims of personal, sometimes 
fatal, injuries, or damage to their property. At the same time, prominent church members, 
including Sam Maguire, Ernest Blythe, Erskine Childers, Albina Broderick and Robert 
Barton, made a significant contribution to the achievement of Irish independence. 

The subsequent agreement of the Anglo-Irish Treaty in December 1921 and the creation of 
the newly independent Irish Free State as a dominion of the Commonwealth was a wrench 
for many Church members in breaking ancestral ties with Britain. The Church of Ireland 
Gazette noted honestly that many would not ‘regard the change which is impending with 
any great enthusiasm’, but recognised the community’s willingness to accept the new 
situation and ‘give their whole-hearted and active support to the Irish Free State’. Though 
never accounting for greater than five per cent of the population of independent Ireland 
the Church of Ireland is proud of its contribution to making the state what it is today, 
including having two of its members serve as Head of State. 

Although Ireland was partitioned politically one hundred years ago, the churches have 
remained as important structures helping to retain connections between their members 
on both sides of the border. 

Dr Marie Coleman 
Queen’s University Belfast 

 
 
 

Notes 

1. The material in this service has been produced and approved by the Liturgical Advisory 
Committee of the Church of Ireland at the request of the Historic Centenaries Working 
Group as a resource for those leading worship around the time of the centenary of the end 
of the War of Independence in Ireland.  The service may be used as a stand-alone act of 
worship or material from it may be used at other suitable places in other services provided 
in the Book of Common Prayer, or at local commemorative events. 
 
2. Propers for a celebration of Holy Communion are included at the end of this booklet. 
 
3. This material is Copyright © 2021 Representative Body of the Church of Ireland 
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Gathering as God’s People 
Greeting 

We meet in the presence of God who knows our needs, hears our cries, feels our pain,  
and heals our wounds.  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
 
God is our refuge and strength; a very present help in trouble. Psalm 46.1  
 
Appropriate words of welcome and introduction may be said. 
 

Bidding Prayer 
Almighty God, 
you call us into a common fellowship of solidarity and peace; 
draw nearer to us as we commemorate  
the centenary of the end of the War of Independence. 
As we reflect on the horrors of conflict and division, 
may you move us always to work for peace and justice in this country and beyond 
and enable us to heal troubled memories and divisions of the past; 
this we ask through the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

A hymn may be sung 
 
Penitence 

Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.   
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.   1 Corinthians 5: 7, 8 
 
or 
Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, and acknowledge our transgressions 
in penitence and faith.  

Lord God, 
you sent your Son to reconcile us to yourself and to one another.  
Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy.  

Lord Jesus, 
you heal the wounds of sin and division.  
Christ, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy.  
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Holy Spirit, 
through you we put to death the sins of the body and live.  
Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy.  

Other short penitential sentences may be inserted between the petitions of the Kyries. 
The Beatitudes (BCP pages 223-224) may also be used 
 
If a priest is officiating he/she pronounces this absolution: 
Almighty God,  
who forgives all who truly repent, 
Have mercy on you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

If no priest is present the following is said: 
May the Father 
forgive us and strengthen us 
to reject violence and division 
and to obey his call to healing and peace. Amen. 
 

Ministry of the Word 
 
At least one of the readings below must be used.  If only one reading is used it must be from the 
New Testament. 

First Reading 

Micah 4: 1-4, James 3: 13-18, Ephesians 2: 13-22, or 1 John 4: 16b-21 

 

Psalm 
Psalm 47, 100, 121, or 130  

Second Reading 

Matthew 5: 1-12, Matthew 5: 38-48 or John 15: 9-17 
 

The Sermon 
 
 

A hymn may be sung 
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Responding 

Affirmation of Faith 

Let us confess the faith of the Church. 
We believe in God the Father,  
who made the world. 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his Son,  
who redeemed humankind. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
who gives life to the people of God. 
 
Or 
Let us declare our faith in God: 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high.  
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed or Nicene Creed may also be used. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Words in italics are suggestions, to be used, adapted, or added to, as necessary. 

Almighty God, you promised through your Son Jesus Christ to hear the prayers of those 
who ask in faith: 

We pray for your Church in all the world, for its unity and mission, for this diocese and for 
N. our bishop and for all faith leaders in this land. 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.  

We pray that we may continually work for peace 
and embody God’s ministry of reconciliation in all that we do and say. 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.  
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We pray for those who help to demolish walls of mistrust and prejudice and seek to heal 
the wounds of past conflicts. 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.  

We pray for all who stand alongside victims of hatred and sectarianism, that we may work 
unceasingly for human rights, equality and justice on this island and beyond.  
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for all who continue to carry the hurts of the past, especially the scars left behind 
as a result of war. 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for historians, researchers and all who help us to interpret our past, that they 
may have wisdom and right judgement and that their work may bring healing and peace. 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray that the leaders of this and of every nation may be given the courage to choose 
good and reject evil in accordance with your will. 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.  

We pray for all who display courage in upholding justice and in preserving peace 
throughout the world. 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.  

We pray for our fellow countrymen and women who work for the resolution of conflict in 
our society and beyond. 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.  

We pray for the sick, suffering and bereaved. We especially remember those who still 
bear the physical and psychological scars of the past. 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.  

We pray for all who bear the wounds of conflicts past and present, for the reconciling of 
memories and for the healing of wounded history. 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.  

We remember all who lost their lives in the War of Independence.  We pray that as we 
remember, we may be mindful of your reconciling love, brought to perfection in the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ our Risen Lord. 
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Silence  

Grant that we may share with them the joys of your eternal kingdom. 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.  

Merciful Father, 
accept these our prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, so we pray:   
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
or  
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:  
Our Father, who art in heaven: 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
 for ever and ever.  Amen.  
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Going Out As God's People 

Concluding Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 
as we mark the centenary of the Truce in the War of Independence in Ireland, 
grant to us a true sense of what it is to be your people in the world. 
We ask you to so guard and guide all who reflect on the past, 
all who lead us in the present, 
and all who shape our future, 
that we may model our society on the image of Christ and to his glory, 
in whom we trust and through whom we pray. Amen.  

 

Blessing 

God grant to the living, grace, 
to the departed, rest, 
to the Church and to the nations, peace and concord; 
and the blessing... 

Dismissal 

The Lord bless us and protect us, 
and share in abundance of life in his Name.  Amen. 
 
  



A Service of the Word to Mark the Centenary of the End of the War of Independence 8 

PROPERS FOR USE AT A CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 TO MARK THE CENTENARY OF THE END 

OF THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE IN IRELAND 
 
 
Introduction to Penitence 
Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.  1 Corinthians 5: 7,8  
 
or 
Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, and acknowledge our transgressions 
in penitence and faith.  
 
 
The Peace 
Jesus said: 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Not as the world gives do I give to you. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled, 
neither let them be afraid.  John 14: 27  
 
 
The Preparation of the Table 
Lord, in these gifts of bread and wine 
may your healing presence come upon us, 
and draw us closer to you in faith and hope. Amen. 
 
Preface 
And now we give you thanks 
because through your Son Jesus Christ 
you have reconciled the world to yourself, 
pouring out your life-giving peace and healing power 
upon the nations of the world, 
and calling us into a new relationship with you and one another. 
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Post Communion Prayer 
God of peace, 
whose Son Jesus Christ proclaimed the kingdom 
and restored the broken to wholeness of life: 
Look with compassion on the anguish of the world, 
and by your healing power 
make whole both people and nations; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
Blessing 
May the God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
comfort and assure you of his love 
in this world and the next; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
or 
 
The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God. 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 


