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CHURCH of IRELAND GENERAL SYNOD
CHURCH in SOCIETY COMMITTEE
Medical Ethics, Science and Technology Sub-Committee

The Sub-Committee met to discuss the topics that had been referred to it by the Church in
Society Committee, and also discussed other items that were felt likely to be important in the
near future.

It was decided to take forward, as the first issue, that of Resources and Rationing in Health
Care. At that meeting it was agreed to start preparing papers on the following:

o Genetic testing
o Transplantation
o Use of Third World Countries for Drug Testing

In the late autumn the use of embryo derived stem cells for research became a major political
item, when decisions appeared to have been made in the European Union to use monies to
fund this research. Though this is now on hold within the EU a sub-group was set up and has
met to prepare a report on the issue. (A report was issued on the science of Stem Cells as
Appendix C in the Church in Society report of 2003, page 201.)



