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Testimony about being a 9aY
man and seeking to live in the
context of Christian belief

Stephen is a gay ma s. In his teens and early twenties, he
struggled to accept ity, ound it difficult to accept that it was God's
will for him. He tried to hide his trué self, bury his sexuality and pretend he was 2
'straight’ man. He even had a number of girlfriends, but realised that this denial
was hurting hi ple. Trying to live the life that others expected
of him and viewe { natural way for him to live his life. More
importantly, he realised that he wasn g God's calling and that he wasn't
living his life in God's service. Since accepting his sexuality and 'coming out’, he
has experienced great personal flourishing and has experienced the love of God
and the fruits of the Spirit in a new and invigorated way-

He and his partner David met and fell in love nine years ago: From the outset
they felt the presence of the Holy Spirit in their relationship. They live toge

in a committed, monogamous loving relationship. They view all aspects of their
relationship, including their sexual intimacy as @ gift from God. They see their
sexual intimacy, notas a sulfilment of desires, but as a way of expressing their
love for each other for the glory of God. '

In 2011, they were amongst the first gay couples in ireland to enter into

a legal civil partnership. It was important for them to mark the legal event, with
a commitment of fidelity to each other. In front of their families and some close
friends, in @ commitment service, they promised themselves 10 cach other and

to the service of God. Friends and family members read from scripturé and led
prayers of thanksgiving.

of their relationship, and
rve God in a deeper
way. Th i i hey belong
to a rural Church of Ireland parish and are actively involved in their
community, including serving on the parish Select Vestry. More
importantly, they enjoy the acceptance, love, friendship
and fellowship of their church community. Like any
other couple, they experience the struggles of
modern life, but are sustained by their love for Select Committee
each other and their faith in Jesus Christ. on Human S y
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