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COMMISSION FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY AND DIALOGUE 

REPORT 2021 
 

Election of Commission – That the following be elected to serve on the Commission 
Dr Kenneth Milne 
Mr Glenn Moore 
Ms Cate Turner  
Rev Canon Dr Daniel Nuzum 
Rev Canon Elaine Murray  
Rev Canon Patrick Comerford 
Rev Cathy Hallissey 
Rev David White 
Rev Ken Rue 
Rev Suzanne Cousins 
The Archbishop of Dublin 
The Bishop of Cashel, Ferns & Ossory 
The Bishop of Derry & Raphoe 
The Bishop of Limerick & Killaloe 
Very Rev Niall Sloane 
 

COMMISSION FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY AND DIALOGUE 
REPORT 2020 

A Bishop (Chairman):  The Primate (resigned November 2020) 
                                     The Bishop of Cashel, Ferns & Ossory (from  
                                     November 2020) 
WCC Representative:  VACANT 
ACC Representative: Rev Katharine Poulton 
ACC Representative:  Mr Wilfred Baker 
Porvoo Contact Group Person:  Rev Canon Helene Tarneberg Steed 
An Honorary Secretary of General Synod: Rev Canon Malcolm Kingston 
Hon Records Secretary:  Rev Ken Rue 
Hon Secretary:  Very Rev Niall Sloane 
The Bishop of Tuam 
The Bishop of Limerick 
Rev Canon Patrick Comerford 
Rev Canon Dr Ian Ellis (retired October 2020) 
Rev Canon Dr Daniel Nuzum  
Rev Suzanne Cousins 
Rev Cathy Hallissey 
Rev David White 
Ms Georgina Copty (resigned January 2021) 
Ms Cate Turner  
Dr Kenneth Milne 
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MEMBERSHIP (20) 
 
In the most challenging circumstances, and working mostly online, the CCUD strove to 
advance the Church’s commitment to the cause of Christian Unity, while recognising that 
it is precisely this kind of work which is best advanced through the richness of personal 
relationships and face-to-face encounter. 
 
Although not strictly an ‘ecumenical matter’, the Commission supports and to an extent 
oversees the involvement of the Church of Ireland in the affairs of the wider Anglican 
Communion, often providing advice to the Standing Committee. This year we note the 
election by the Standing Committee of Mr Glenn Moore as the lay representative of the 
Church of Ireland on the Anglican Consultative Council, and we know that he will bring 
rich experience and sound insight to this important task. He succeeds Mr Wilfred Baker, 
someone of similar wisdom whose contribution on the wider international stage has been 
greatly appreciated.  
 
We also support the involvement of the Church of Ireland in the various Networks which 
help to bind the Anglican Communion together and inform its members concerning the 
pressing issues of our time. In this context we note that Mr Robert Dunne (R.I. 
Safeguarding Officer) has become involved in the Safe Church Network, Canon Andrew 
Orr is similarly involved with the Environmental Network, as is Dr David Hutchinson-
Edgar with the Peace and Justice Network, Ms June Butler with the Family Network and 
Ms Jacqueline Armstrong with the Women’s Network. Thus, as always, the Church of 
Ireland might claim to punch above its weight in Anglican affairs. 
 
The various ecumenical instruments which enrich the mission of the Irish churches 
continue their endeavours. In this context we note with pleasure this year the appointment 
of Bishop Andrew Forster as Vice -President of the Irish Council of Churches and as a 
trustee of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland. In due course Bishop Forster will have 
an opportunity to serve as President of the ICC. During 2020, in many practical ways, the 
ICC has assisted member churches to share insights and ideas in their response to the Covid 
19 situation.  
 
The steady work of the inter -faith working group (which has owed much over recent years 
to the contribution of Ms Gina Copty) continues, and there will of course be further face to 
face initiatives when circumstances permit.  The Commission commends one such 
initiative by the Three Faiths Forum in Cork (see Appendix). Our European Affairs group 
(greatly indebted of late to the leadership of the bishop of Tuam) has monitored the more 
turbulent waters of Brexit and their implications for the churches, whether it be in the 
challenges facing border communities or the pastoral care of the farming community. The 
Rev Canon Helene T. Steed continues to guide us in matters concerning our role in the 
Porvoo Communion, and The Rev Dr C O Dowd Smyth reports regularly concerning 
matters associated with the Reuilly process. 
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The Rev Canon Dr Ian Ellis has been an extraordinarily energetic and enthusiastic 
ambassador for the Church of Ireland, not least internationally, where his grasp of detail in 
complex ecumenical conversations is encyclopedic. We wish him a fruitful retirement and 
offer good wishes to The Rev Canon Dr Maurice Elliott who succeeds him in one aspect 
of his work, namely participation (an observer for a 5 year period) on our behalf in the 
Meissen process. 
 
Inevitably membership of Commissions such as the CCUD changes somewhat year by 
year, but the members owe great gratitude to Archbishop John McDowell who through 
recent years has chaired our meetings and led our work with commitment, wisdom, humour 
and that distinctive mellifluous turn of phrase which so often creates a pathway through 
problems and illuminates the way ahead. 
 
Appendix 
Three Faiths Forum Cork Leaflet 
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