The Anglican Consultative Council will meet in Belfast from 27th June to 5th July this year.  The ACC is one of the Instruments of Communion and reminds us to think beyond our parochial, diocesan, and provincial boundaries as Bishops, Clergy and Lay people, numbering in total around 100,  come together from across the world for the event.  With other support and provincial staff the gathering will be larger than this and will meet in the Assembly Buildings in Belfast with opening and closing services in St. Anne’s Cathedral.   
The time frame for the meeting is short and there is much on the agenda including discussion of the substantial Nairobi Cairo document which members of the Church of Ireland Anglican and Ecumenical Affairs working group have worked on and provided notes for the House of Bishops.  This document was produced by IASCUFO (the Inter-Anglican Standing Commission on Unity, Faith and Order) in response to a resolution from ACC 18 held in Ghana three years ago and is “a theological paper written by IASCUFO offering a framework for fostering Christian Unity and maintaining communion”.  
In addition to this discussion there will be daily worship – three times a day, daily Bible Study, updates about Mission and Ministry around the Communion, news from the Networks of the Anglican Communion, as well as the opportunity for resolutions to be drafted and discussed.  
There will be some time in the evenings for cultural or other events as well as a day trip to Londonderry/ Derry.  
It promises to be a very interesting time in Belfast and a huge amount of planning and organisation has gone into this locally both with those who have been or are on the ACC as well as staff in Church House and much liaison with the Anglican Communion office.   
It is a great opportunity to showcase the Church of Ireland in all its variety and of course to show the world something of our wonderful island and the work which has gone on in building peace and reconciliation.  
