Hannah O Neill, Kilmore. (Arch)bishop and members of Synod, it is my pleasure to second the report of the Church of Ireland Youth Dept.
Throughout Scripture, God seems to have a particular interest in young people. Again and again, He calls them, uses them, and trusts them. He speaks to Samuel in the night. He anoints David while he is still a shepherd boy. He entrusts Mary to carry Christ. He calls teenage boys to be His disciples. God does not wait for young people to be older, more experienced, or more established. He meets them as they are and calls them into His purposes.
I think it is fair to say that Bishop Pat, in her tenure as President of the Church of Ireland Youth Department, has reflected something of that same heart. For over a decade, she has championed young people across this island, not as the Church of tomorrow, but as the Church of today. So Bishop Pat, as you finish up as President, we want to say thank you. Thank you for your leadership, your vision, and your deep commitment to the young people of the Church of Ireland and to those who work with them. Your legacy will be seen in lives changed, faith awakened, and generations shaped. As we look ahead to whoever will take up this role next, we pray that they too would carry that same heart for young people and passing on faith to the next generation.
Recently, I was asked: “What do you love about the Church of Ireland?” And I found myself thinking not about structures or committees (because we all know how much we love a good meeting) but about the young people in parishes right across this island. Throughout our parishes and dioceses, young people are bringing life. They are bringing energy, honesty, creativity, a deep hunger for God’s presence and a desire for faith-forming community.
We’ve seen it in local places, as our DYO’s support youth ministry in youth groups, schools ministry and initiatives such as youth alpha. And we see it in larger gatherings too such as the 200 young people coming to Winter Madness, retreat days with over 400 TY students in St Patrick’s Cathedral and the hundreds of pink CIYD cowboy hats handed out, and over 4000 young people coming for chats in Church of Ireland venue at the National Ploughing Championships. 
Young people themselves are shaping the future of our church, designing resources like Eco Gen, a discipleship tool created by young people, for young people. As we look across this island there are countless dioceses and parishes where young people, when given the opportunity, are stepping up to lead in worship, in ministry, and in mission. They are not waiting to be invited into the life of the Church, they are already leading the charge.
And behind all of this is the faithful work of CIYD, resourcing diocesan youth officers and youth workers through funding, training and retreats, supporting and encouraging school chaplains, offering strategic and vital training for youth leaders and volunteers, walking alongside those on the ground who are investing week by week in young people’s lives. As someone who is the recipient of that support, as one of many, I’d like to say a particular thank you to both Simon Henry and Luke Hawkins for all that they do and give. And of course, also Barbara Swann who keeps us all right behind the scenes. 
When we make space for young people, when we invest in them, listen to them, and trust them, we don’t just see participation but real transformation. We see young people encountering Jesus, faith coming alive and the Church renewed. The truth is, young people are not just the future of the Church-they are one of the clearest signs of its present vitality.
And so the question for us, in the Church of Ireland is this: Will we continue to make room for young people? Will we continue to invest in them, with our time, gifts and money? And will we continue to champion them for the gift they are to the life of the Church of Ireland. Because when we do, we are not just sustaining worship and ministry, but we are sharing in the heart of God for young people.
I commend the Report of the Church of Ireland Youth Department to you. Thank you.
