Report of the Covenant Council to the General Synod,
May 2026
Archbishop, members can find this year’s report of the Covenant Council on p.225.  Even if the report itself is not extensive, the Council has been appropriately active, and I wish to make just a few comments bearing on both that work and aspects of what the Covenant itself represents.
We are all familiar with the ‘Anglican Marks of Mission’, creatively summarised in some helpful work from the Diocese of Dublin and Glendalough under five single words: ‘tell, teach, tend, transform, and treasure’.  Nevertheless, in relation to ecumenical engagement, such as that which the Covenant Council exists to promote, the thing not to overlook is that an outworking of each of those marks can and will be enhanced precisely through working collaboratively with other Christian traditions.  The most recent international report between Anglicanism and Methodism in 2014 was entitled Into All The World, and it captured this point as follows: 
In John 17 the unity for which Christ prays is a missional unity… [In that] Jesus is portrayed as coming to unite and as dying to make one, there is an inseparable biblical connection between unity and mission. Mission and unity are twin imperatives for the Church. Indeed, they are two sides of a coin. Unity and mission should never be divorced, and in the practice of the Church – effected wherever possible and as much as possible ecumenically – what is needed is unity in mission, [where Churches] act as one body in carrying out Christ’s command to ‘go into all the world and proclaim the good news’.  

Hence, the Covenant relationship between our two churches is itself a vital expression of our ongoing mission, and the Council is acutely aware of its responsibility to see the potential of this developed as together we seek to advance the cause of Christ’s kingdom both within and through our respective traditions.  Incidentally, the body which has been established to oversee such dialogue at an international level is now known as AMICC - the Anglican-Methodist International Coordinating Committee - and as a Council we were delighted to learn that Revd Dr Janet Unsworth, a longstanding member, and the incoming Methodist President, had been elected to serve on this.
As part of its ongoing work, the Covenant Council has come to recognise that the Covenant itself is in need of some new aspirations.  When it was first signed back in 2003 some here will recall that the text of the Covenant was accompanied by a series of further objectives – matters such as the interchangeability of ministries, participation in each other’s structures of governance, closer cooperation in theological training, and so forth.  From this vantage point it is gratifying to look back and recognise that many of those early goals have now been realised, and so, as we approach the 25th anniversary of that first signing, the Council is keen to develop an updated list of priorities for the next period of our shared life.  To that end, members will see a reference at the bottom of p.225 to the production of ‘a renewed common declaration’ which it is hoped can ‘shape our common life and mission …so that unity might be fully realised’.  In due course these new goals will be proposed to both the General Synod and the Methodist Conference, and, as with the original Covenant, it would be our hope that a copy of this updated document might be displayed in every congregation as a means of keeping what the Covenant represents very much to the fore of our minds.  
Alongside this project the Council is already working on revision of the earlier Guidelines for the Journey booklet, and there are plans to issue a further guidance document outlining the practicalities of ministerial interchangeability, and not least as to how this must be appropriately managed in line with Safeguarding requirements – in seconding the report the Bishop of Tuam may speak more about this.  Suffice to say that the Council is confident that the Covenant can now facilitate both permanent and short-term exchanges of ministry, namely for those who may wish to move across to the sister tradition, and equally for those who may simply wish to organise local cover of duty.  There are already some expressions of both of these patterns beginning to happen, and there has also been an encouraging pilot scheme in relation to interchangeability of diocesan readers and accredited local preachers.  
Lastly, the Council’s continues to monitor the revision of its own membership.  We express our sincere thanks to the outgoing Methodist Co-Chair, Revd Dr Heather Morris, and have been delighted to welcome her successor, Revd Dr John Alderdice, and a new Methodist member, Mr Colin Burrows.  
Archbishop, it gives me great pleasure to propose that the Report of the Covenant Council be taken into consideration. 
